
 
 

Town of Sherman 

Conservation Commission 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, January 12, 2022 

Mallory Town Hall (via ZOOM), 7:00 p.m.  

 

    

Members Present:  B. McCann (Chair), C. Shulman, M. MacKinnnon, R. Martin, P. Bailey  

 

Members Absent: (none)  

 

Also Present:  C. Branson, C. Aruza – Commission Clerks 

 

 

 

Call to Order:  Chairman B. McCann called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes: None 

 

Correspondence:  None 

 

 

New Business:  

 

P. Bailey is stepping down from the commission. Members thanked P. Bailey for the important 

role she played and her many years of service. P. Bailey will continue to be a Weed Warrior. 

Members also thanked C. Branson for her tenure and hard work as the commission’s clerk.   

 

Discussion ensued regarding a proposal raised at the town meeting to put 6 acres of solar panels 

on a location at Happy Acres farm. There are concerns that lands gifted to the town with the 

intent they remain green space may be at risk for development projects. The proposal also 

indicates solar panels would be placed on the school roof and Town Hall property.    

 

Budget and Meeting Schedule Approval 

 

B. McCann made a motion to vote on approval of the 2022 meeting schedule 

with meetings to continue on the second Wednesday of every month.  

 

Seconded by: R. Martin 

 

Vote: Unanimous For 



 

The budget for fiscal year 2022/2023 needs to be submitted. Since the 2017 the annual budget 

for the commission has been $1900. The conclusion of the fiscal year is the end of June. For the 

2021/2022 fiscal year there is a remaining balance of $813.50. Some funds were consumed from 

the grant money to support the invasive plant removal project.   

 

B. McCann still has not received an invoice from Jeff Main which is estimated at $1000-$2000. 

Approximately $2500 remains of the grant allotment prior to receipt of the invoice.  

 

M. MacKinnon has requested $600 from the budget to purchase plants for the upcoming 

pollinator garden project. Several Connecticut towns have these gardens which are part of the 

Pollinator Pathway. The Conservation Commission has plans to create such a pollinator garden 

in Sherman.  

 

There is a plant sale in the spring. The commission seeks to purchase plants/seeds that are native 

to Connecticut or propagated from trees native to the state. No herbicides or harmful chemicals 

are used that would be harmful to pollinators. There is a large wholesale nursery in Newtown 

(Planter’s Choice) that would be suitable. The commission would need to obtain plants/seeds 

from the nursery via the Aspectuck Land Trust Sale as the commission does not have a 

wholesale license. Need to keep in mind some plants may not be available due to the nursery’s 

grow yields. A source in Woodbury is a potential backup for purchase of the trees and shrubs in 

the event of a low yield at the Newtown nursery. The commission could also obtain perennials 

from Woodbury and upstate New York if necessary.     

 

The requested amount is based on last year’s prices and should be accurate within 10%. The 

spring sale typically occurs in late April or May. B. McCann made the recommendation to 

request an additional $600 for a one-time ask to the annual budget based on proposed needs.  

 

Phase 1 of the pollinator garden project will have 1-2 flowering perennial plants. Will include 

trees and large shrubs. Phase 2 of the pollinator garden project will include the majority of 

perennial flowering material. This will require an expansion of prepared ground. The trees and 

large shrubs from Phase 1 in three years-time will completely fill the area that is presently 

covered by mulch and wood chips. Will need aggressive shrubs at the edge of the stream to keep 

invasive weeds away from the pollinator garden. The shag bush and red buds are good 

pollinators and will produce a lot of seeds for birds later in the season.  

 

This will also require a multi-layer canopy. There are large trees there already. The next canopy 

layer will be smaller trees approximately 15-20 feet tall and then underneath there will be a 

landscape layer of shrubbing material. In front of the shrubbing material will be mostly 

perennials. It will be optimal for the town to scrape the soil to support perennial plantings. The 

wood chips supplied by the town are coarser and better suited for placement at the base of trees 

and shrubs.     

 

There are also future plans to plant two to three hemlocks in the area where the knotweed was 

removed by the baseball field. Would be optimal to use grant money for these projects if it is not 

bespoke per the prior invoice.    



    

B. McCann made a motion to obtain invoice from Jeff Main which will leave 

$1000 in budget for 2022/2023 Veteran’s Field projects and require no cap 

increase.   

 

Seconded by: M. MacKinnon 

 

Vote: Unanimous For  

 

Board Expansion Discussion  

 

 

B. McCann to speak to D. Lowe again to post openings to his column in the town newspaper. B. 

McCann/C. Shulman recommended Kevin Clark. Mr. Clark is a longtime resident and high 

school teacher in Ridgefield. He has a strong bent towards environmentalism and teaches 

environmental science.  

 

C. Shulman also recommended former commission chair Joanna Wozniak-Brown. Kathy Diemer 

also proposed as a candidate (by C. Shulman). M. MacKinnon proposed Catharine Cooke. She 

and her husband Ian Gribble own Spring Lake Garden Design. They are up to-date on all 

environmental regulations. They designed and donated several of the plants for the renovated 

Sherman Library. M. MacKinnon will reach out to Catharine Cooke. B. McCann will reach out 

to Kathy Diemer. Per C. Shulman’s recommendation B. McCann will also reach out to Ashley 

(formerly of the Sherman Library) to see whom she would recommend. R. Martin will 

additionally reach out to people that might be suitable.  

 

Projects/Programs for 2022  

 

Weed Warrior will commence no later than April. The commission conducted two to three 

programs in the past with the library. The commission wishes to partner again with the library 

and will consult with the new Executive Director, Jamie Cantoni. C. Shulman recommended the 

commission consider exploring a project to locally evaluate the cost efficiency of solar panels 

installed on residential homes. R. Martin offered that the pollinator garden and potential use of 

solar panels are efforts that collectively can help reduce emissions in the Sherman locale.   

 

B. McCann will ask for clarification from D. Lowe on the meeting in which solar panels were 

discussed. M. MacKinnon will start thinking ahead to presentations for the library for Earth Day 

in late April. Will come next meeting with suggested names/topics for the presentations (to be 

hosted via ZOOM).      

 

Adjournment:  B. McCann adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Aruza 

Next meeting:  Wednesday, February, 9, 2022, Mallory Town Hall (via ZOOM) @ 7:00 p.m. 


